Whf.n investigating any subject, the student of science should not hesitate long before endeavouring to frame some theory or general law by means of which all the facts known to him would be brought into harmonious relationship with each other. Such a provisional theory having been suggested, exceptional facts or out of the way occurrences will be of especial value in testing it; for either, being valid, it will be found to fit in with all new material as it comes to hand, or it must be modified to make it do so. The student of medicine is also, though for different reasons 
but not exclusively, to the effect of any proposed reform on the bulk of the popula -tion concerned, is as true when dealing with natural inheritance as with any other factor which has to be held in view in legislation. We ought, therefore, to pay especial attention to the broadest generalizations which can be deduced from our knowledge of the way in whirh natural or inborn qualities are transmitted from one generation to another. This knowledge has been acquired in two somewhat separate fields of research, which may be described as the statistical and the Mendelian; to these being added the time-honoured beliefs of the breeders of animals. In the statistical field we have learnt that offspring are on the average about half as near to the mean in regard to the measurement of most of their natural qualities, their height for example, as were their parents; and that similar numerical relationships exist between the average qualities of different groups according to the degrees of their blood relationships. In the Mendelian field individuals, rather than averages, have been investigated, with the result that it is now known that in regard to every natural quality, something is derived from each parent in accordance with laws which are becoming more and more accurately ascertained. At one time it seemed as it there were a certain antagonism between the results obtained in these two fields of enquiry; but Accepting this as a fact, we may declare it to be a 'law' that if parenthood be permitted in the case of a mentally defective person, and if a family tree will thus, as it were, be created which will spread out in the future to the same extent to which the investigated pedigrees spread out into the past, it also will be found in at least four cases out of five to be of pronounced neuropathic stock and to contain an excessive proportion of mentally defective, insane, epileptic, and paralytic persons. This is the simple broad conclusion on which should be based our social policy in so far as affected by the inheritance of mental defect, the twenty per cent, or so of cases in which a normal stock might thus perhaps be created not being allowed to stand in our way.
In 
